POCKET  GOPHER 

CONTROL  ALTERNATIVES 

STATE  DOCUMENTS  COLLECTION 


Control 

Rate 

Cost 

Timinq 

Effectiveness 

Site 

Fumiqants 

Aluminum 
Phosphide 
(Rotox , 
Phostoxin, 
Fumitoxin) 

2 tablets/site; 

2 or  3 sites  per 
burrow  system 
near  fresh 
mounds.  10  to 
45  sets/acre. 

S.07  to 

$.17/ 

tablet; 

$2.00  to 

$15.00/ 

acre.  Add 

labor. 

Anytime  soil  is 
not  frozen. 
Higher  soi 1 
mositure 
improves 
control . 

Variable  - 50 
to  90?-  wi  th 
good 

appl ication 
techniques . 

Small  acreages; 
buffer  zones; 
follow-up  to 
other  control 
methods . 

Gas  cartridges 

1 or  2 per 
burrow  system 
near  fresh 
mounds.  10  to 
45  sets/acre. 

$.25/ 

cartridge. 
$2.50  to 
$11.25/ 
acre.  Add 
labor. 

Same  as  above. 

Same  as  above. 

Same  as  above. 

Remarks 


Restricted  Use  Pesticide. 

For  use  on  noncrop  areas  only. 

Acute  toxiant  - no  antidote. 

Store  and  use  with  caution.  Do  not  inhale 
gas.  Wear  disposable  cotton  gloves.  Tablets 
release  colorless  phosphine  gas  in  presense  of 
moisture.  Tablets  placed  into  dry  soil  may 
reduce  effectiveness.  Burrows  must  be  opened, 
treated,  and  replugged.  Do  not  cover  tablets 
wi th  soi 1 . 

General  Use  Pesticide. 

Ignitable  cartridge  that  release  visible 
gasses  during  combustion.  Cartridge  placed 
into  dry  soil  may  reduce  effectiveness.  Fire 
hazard  when  used  in  dry  vegetation.  Burrows 
must  be  opened,  lighted  cartridge  inserted, 
and  burrow  replugged  with  soil.  Effectiveness 
reduced  by  shallow,  complex  burrow  systems. 


NOIE  : 


Timing  of  any  control  method  is  best  when  gophers  are  actively  building  mounds,  usually  when  soil  is  moist  in 
spring  and  fall. 
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Control 


Rate 


Cost 


Timing 


Effecti veness 


Strychnine 
grain  bait 
(oats , wheat, 
mi  lo) 


Hand  baiting 


1 teaspoon  per  $.85  to 
site.  Bait  each  $1.25  per 
burrow  system  at  pounds. 

2 or  3 sites  Add  labor, 
near  fresh 

mounds.  1 lb. 
will  treat  5-8 
acres . 


Anytime  pocket 
gophers  are 
active  and  the 
soil  is  not 
frozen . 


Tractor-pul  1 ed 
artif ical 
burrow  builder 

tractor,  ground  is  not 
and  repair  frozen, 
costs . 


1 to  2 lbs. /acre  Same  as  Anytime  there 
(burrow  at  20  above.  is  good  soil 

ft.  intervals)  Add  labor,  moisture  and 


Traps 


Victor  or 
Macabee  gopher 
traps 


2 traps/set;  1 
or  2 sets  per 
burrow  system. 


$2.00  to  Anytime  soil  is 
$2. 50/trap,  not  frozen. 

Add  labor. 


Box  gopher 

1 trap/set;  1 or 

$2.50 

to  Same  as  above 

traps 

2 sets  per 

$3.50 

per 

burrow  system. 

trap. 

Add 

1 abor . 

50  to  80% 
control 


50  to  90% 
control  with 
good 

conditions . 


100%  with 
persistence. 


Same  as  above 


Si  te 


Remarks 


Small  acreage, 
smal  1 

populations. 

Fol 1 ow-up  after 
other  control 
methods . 


Larger  acreages 
of  alfalfa  and 
pasture.  Cannot 
use  in  rocky, 
dry,  or  loose, 
sandy  soils. 


Smaller  acreages 
and  buffer 
zones . 

Follow-up  to 
other  control 
methods . 

Same  as  above. 


Restricted  Use  Pesticide. 

Acute  toxicant  - no  antidote. 

In  hand  baiting,  tunnels  must  be  located  by 
probing  or  opened  at  fresh  mounds,  baited, 
then  replugged  with  sod  and  soil.  Underground 
application  - little  risk  to  nontarget 
animals. 

Avoid  spillage  on  ground  surface.  When  using 
the  burrow  builders,  good  soil  moisture  is 
essential  to  properly  form  tunnels. 


By  regularly  attending  and  moving  traps, 
fairly  large  acreages  can  be  effectively 
trapped  in  a short  time.  Victor  or  Macabee 
traps  are  usually  set  in  the  main  tunnel  (1  in 
each  direction)  and  box  traps  are  set  in  the 
lateral  tunnels  near  the  mounds.  Trapping 
adults  in  March  or  April  before  young  are  born 
may  be  more  economical.  There  is  usually  only 
one  pocket  gopher  per  burrow  system.  After 
trapping  a gopher  in  a burrow  move  traps  to  a 
different  burrow  system.  Gophers  are  usually 
caught  within  24  hours.  Move  traps  to  another 
burrow  system  if  not  tripped  in  48  hours. 


